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The study is aimed at measuring the correlation among self confidence ,vocabulary size 
and speaking speaking performance of the Efl students at IAIN Palangka Raya. The 
design of the study was correlational design. The population of this research was 68 
English students of fifth semester academic  in year 2017/2018. To get the data total 
population sample was used  22 students (class A) as try out group and 46 students as 
the real sample. The collection the data used test and Questionnaire and to analyzed the 
data by using product moment correlation. 
The result of calculation using SPSS 17.0 program found that rvalue (0.741) was also 
higher than r table at 5% and 1% significant level or 0.293<0.741>0.380. It could be 
concluded that alternative hypothesis (Ha) stating that there is a significant positive 
correlation among self confidence, vocabulary size and speaking performance of the 
EFL students at IAIN Palangka Raya is accepted and null hypothesis (Ho) stating there 
is no a significant positive correlation among self confidence, vocabulary size and 
speaking performance of the EFL students at IAIN Palangka Raya is rejected. It meant 
that students’ who had sizeable vocabulary and higher self confidence better than the 
student who had lack of vocabulary and low self confidence in the performed speaking. 
Keyword : Correlation, Vocabulary size, self confidence Speaking performance. 
Every people need to communicate with others through speaking.  Speaking is a 
communication skill that permit English students to utter thoughts and ideas. Speaking 
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English is the major achievement for English students. The play an important  role in 
determining how quickly and how correctly they will accomplish this achievement. 
Speaking skill is one’s important skill to improve English proficiency from the very 
beginning of language learning. Speaking is the skill that  most important  thing in 
language skills. This skill can be developed and enhanced as an effective means of 
communication (Morozova, 2013).  
The English students are need expected to produce English speech sound well.  
Luoma (2004 p.7) stated that speaking skill is an important part of the curriculum in 
language teaching and it makes them as an important object of assessment as well. 
Meanwhile the role of student  Self-confidence is also considered to be one of the 
affective filters that can either promote or hamper speak English in  language learning in 
general. Self-confidence, is particularly important as far as speaking performance is 
concerned.   
another factor that is crucial in the development of the speaking ability is vocabulary.  
It is undeniable the fact that vocabulary is critical to acquire a second language since it 
enables learners to express their wishes or ideas. Further studies conducted by Richards 
(1976 p.77), Krashen (1989 p.440) and Maximo (2000 p.385) suggest many reasons for 
giving importance to vocabulary. Some of these reasons are the increasing use of 
dictionaries, mastery of language and learners expressing that lack of vocabulary is one 
of the main sources of problems in communication. Nevertheless, in the fact is that most 
of the students still low in speaking. Many students has several problems In the 
speaking English. students usually face many difficulties, especially in understanding 
grammar and meaning , pronunciation, and others 
The result of early interview on English students  IAIN of Palangka Raya  shows that 
students‘ problem in speaking in fifth  semester  as follows. First, some students feel 
uncomfortable in speaking English in front of class. They have no preparation and 
enough English words. students only remember the words when they have to practice 
speaking in front of class. They usually speak by imitating the words and phrases in the 
book. They do not understand the content being spoken and they do not speak 
spontaneously using their own words. Second, many students feel less confident in 
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speaking English. Third, Some students feel intimidated by lecturers who give them 
many tasks. Furthermore, some students can not speak English well. They are afraid of 
making mistakes. 
The inability of students in speaking a foreign language can cause them difficulties in 
expressing their ideas even in simple conversations it was caused by the personal 
capabilities that are usually called self-confidence, and vocabulary size. many students 
had difficulty when their speaking performance. They speak slowly and less fluently, 
making frequent pauses and thinking of suitable or correct words, and also often make 
mistakes and slips.   
The Researcher things that in classroom  self-confident and vocabulary size are 
important thing for speaking performance. It can help the students to identify the 
problems faced and also as a facilitator to speak fluently and accurately in speaking 
English performance. Self-confidence and vocabulary size are  personal factor that pays 
a supportive role in the achievement of foreign language learning. It is the support and 
encouragement students receive from the people around them or the lack of it that helps 
shape their  inner feelings about their self. 
The researcher could summarize that important to correlated self-confidence, 
vocabulary size and speaking performance because in vocabulary size gave great impact 
to students’ and self-confidence had an actually important role in improving speaking 
performance in learning English. it will have positive thinking and realistic perception 
on their abilities especially in speaking. The researcher assumes that good to know 
vocabulary size of students it  may can makes them easier to speak up and also can 
support to express their ideas when speaking and that they felt more comfortable  in 











the study applied in this study is Correlation study provide an opportunity to predict 
scores and explaining  the relationship among variables. Creswell (2012, p.338) argues 
that a correlation is a statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two (or 
more) variables or two set of data to vary consistently. 
 
Data Collection 
The data collection was carried out in Public Speaking class. In implementing the 
strategy some steps have been taken to know the correlation among the variables. to 
collect the data, it was through the techniques Test and Questionnaire.  speaking test 
was used to know how well students can  deliver information, influence, and direct 
others to take the actions. meanwhile, Multiple choices test was given to collect how 
many English words that a person knows, and also enables them to express their real 
thoughts, ideas, and feelings. moreover self confidence Questionnaire to collect a range 
of information about the students’ confidence based on their responses after appearing 
in public speaking. The questionnaire consisted of 30 items. Its responses consisted of 
categories: (a) “strong agree” means very strong, (b) “agree” means strong, (c) “Neither 
agree and disagree” means Moderately, (d) “disagree” means low, (d) “strong disagree” 
means very low. 
 
Data Analysis 
The way used to need for analyzing data is the correlational technique. A correlation 
is a statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two (or more) variables or 
two sets of data to vary consistently. To analyze the data associated with students’ 
speaking performance inter-rater reliability was carried out. The students’ final speaking 
scores were gained from the mean score of their individual scores taken by raters 1 and 
2. Next, the empirical validity proof was shown by presenting the empiric evidence 
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obtained from the correlation calculation results of two rows of scores taken by the two 
raters. It used the Pearson product-moment correlation to find the correlation coefficient 
(Djiwandono, 2008). Additionally, the data of the students’ speaking scores were used 
for deciding whether the study succeeds or not by referring to the first criterion of 
success. It was said to be succeeded in the study if all students were able to improve 
their performance in speaking  by achieving the passing grade level (score 60). then To 
analyze the data students multiple choice, 30 items of multiple choice test were given to 
students for 30 minutes. however The students who had reached (score 60) or above of 
the items of multiple choice were categorized into a very good of vocabulary size.  
The data related to the students’ self confidence obtained from the questionnaire 
were analyzed quantitatively based on the students’ responses to the questionnaire 
items. The data were used for deciding whether the study succeeds or not by referring to 
the third  criterion of success. It was said to be succeeded in the study if the students 
were highly self confidence to speaking during the teaching and learning process. The 
students who had reached the quentionnaire (score 61%) or above of the items of 
questionnaire were categorized into a high level of self confidence. However, the 





This result was furthermore The techniques of quantitave data analysis were carried 
out using the framework proposed by Ary  (2010) to  inquiry employing operational 
definitions to generate numeric data answer predetermined hypotheses or questions. 
FINDINGS 
To present the results more clearly, this section is divided into two parts. In the first 
part, the results from the speaking  and multiple choice test will be shown. In the second 
part, Self questionnaire and quantitative data are presented. These show the correlation 
among three of variables relate to the research findings. 
SPEAKING TEST 
The speaking test consisted of the instruction and statement the subjects addressed in 
their speaking and the alternative topics to be chosen. In this sense, the students were 
assigned to choose one of interesting topic. The  first topic was entitled Entertain 
(cinema),  and  the second is hometown or village. They were asked to develop the topic 
in form of spoken (monologue) in 3-5 minutes long. 








Table 1 The Description of Speaking test scores  
by the students of the sample class 
No Initial Score 1 Score 2 Score accepted Grade 
1. SA 78 84 81 Very good 
2. NH 93 81 87 Very good 
3. II 100 93 96 Very good 
4. AR 93 81 87  Very good 
5. RAY 93 87 90 Very good 
6. MRF 93 81 87 Very good 
7. RS 90 90 90 Very good 
8. AKW 78 84 81 Very good 
9. HT 93 81 87 Very good 
10. MAS 78 84 81 Very good 
11. SS 91 87 89 Very good 
12. YI 75 81 78 Good 
13. ARP 89 85 87 Very good 
14. PNAR 75 93 84 Very good 
15. MA 100 93 96 Very good 
16. SK 93 81 87 Very good 
17. YHW 80 80 80  Good 
18. MFR 80 82 81 Very good 
19. MZH 81 93 87  Very good 
20. RS 90 90 90 Very good 
21. DR 100 93 96 Very good 
22. FH 87 87 87 Very good 
23. RC 75 81 78  Good 
24. NFV 100 93 96 Very good 
25. DJN 80 80 80 Good 
26. MLH 81 81 81 Very good 
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27. NLW 93 93 93 Very good 
28. SR 75 81 78 Good 
29. SK 84 86 85 Very good 
30. NM 75 81 78 Good 
31. SM 93 100 96 Very good 
32. AM 87 87 87 Very good 
33. AR 96 90 93 Very good 
34. AF 80 80 80 Very good 
35. RA 84 80 82 Very good 
36. NL 75 81 78 Good 
37. WD 89 85 87 Very good 
38. SMH 81 81 81 Very good 
39. NHA 75 81 78 Good 
40. EM 93 93 93 Very good 
41. ASA 100 93 96 Very good 
42. ML 81 83 82 Good 
43. BFP 80 86 83 Good 
44. RSF 100 93 96 Very good 
45. SLW 75 81 78  Good 
46. WFD 100 93 96 Very good 
Highest score 96 
Lowest score 78 
Mean 86.17 
Standard deviation 6.262 
 
According to Daryanto (2005, p.211) The final score the made rating classification 









Table 2 Qualification scores for English subject 
 
Score Scale Criteria 
81 – 100 5 Very Good 
61 – 80 4 Good 
41 – 60 3 fairly Good 
21 – 40 2 Poor 
0 – 20 1 Very poor 
 
It can be seen from figure, three were 35 students got score 81 – 100 it indicated as very 
good, three were 11 students got score 77 – 80 it indicated as good. 
VOCABULARY TEST 
The students’ vocabulary scores of the sample class of the study were presented in 
the following table. 
Table 3 The description of vocabulary test scores of the data achieved  
by the students of the sample class 
 















































































































































Highest Score 90 
Lowest Score 70 
Mean 76.41 
Standard Deviation 5.248 
 
According to Daryanto (2005, p.211) The final score the made rating classification 
which used to give students obtained. The following was rating scale classification. 
Table 4 Qualification scores for English subject 
 
Score Scale Criteria 
81 – 100 5 Very Good 
61 – 80 4 Good 
41 – 60 3 fairly Good 
21 – 40 2 Poor 
0 – 20 1 Very poor 
 
It can be seen from figure, three were 21 students got score 81 – 100 it indicated 
as very good, three were 25 students got score 77 – 80 it indicated as good. 
SELF CONFIDENCE QUESTIONNARE 
To know the interpreted of confidence each student the writer calculated the 




Table 5 The Description of Self Confidence test score  
by the students of the sample class 
 
No Initial Name Score (%) Interpretation 
1 SA 72 Strong 
2 NH 76 Strong 
3 II 83 Very strong 
4 AR 82 Very strong 
5 RAY 80 Very strong 
6 MRF 82 Very strong 
7 RS 80 Very strong 
8 AKW 83 Very strong 
9 HT 76 Strong 
10 MAS 82 Very strong 
11 SS 85 Very strong 
12 YI 70  Strong 
13 ARP 85 Very strong 
14 PNAR 75 Strong 
15 MA 85 Very strong 
16 SK 72  Strong 
17 YHW 76 Strong 
18 MFR 80 Very strong 
19 MZH 80 Very strong 
20 RSY 83 Very strong 
21 DR 80 Very strong 
22 FH 85 Very strong 
23 RC 70 Very strong 
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24 NFV 82 Very strong 
25 DJN 75 Strong 
26 MLH 75 Strong 
27 NLW 85 Very strong 
28 SR 82 Very strong 
29 SK 80 Very strong 
30 NM 75 Strong 
31 SM 85 Very strong 
32 AM 80 Very strong 
33 AR 75  Strong 
34 AF 79  Strong 
35 RA 82 Very strong 
36 NL 75 Strong 
37 WD 80 Very strong 
38 SMH 77 Strong 
39 NHA 77 Strong 
40 EM 83 Very strong 
41 ASA 80 Very strong 
42 ML 75 Strong 
43 BFP 75 Strong 
44 RSF 85 Very strong 
45 SLW 85 Very strong 
46 WFD 83 Very strong 
Highest Score 85 
Lowest Score 70 
Mean 79.39 







The interpretation score was rated as follow :  
0% - 20% = very low  
21% - 40% = low  
41% - 60% = moderately  
61% - 80% = strong  
81% - 100% = very strong 
It can be seen from the figure above, the students score of self-confidence, there were 29 
students that indicated as very strong confidence, there were 17 students that indicated as 
strong confidence. 
To respond the hypothesis Ha there is correlation among self confidence, vocabulary 
size on students’s speaking performance of EFL students at IAIN Palangka raya 
accepted when tobseved > ttable, and Ho there is  no correlation  




  vocabulary  self confidence speaking performance 
vocabulary  Pearson Correlation 1 .241 .596** 
Sig. (2-tailed)  .107 .000 
N 46 46 46 
self confidence Pearson Correlation .241 1 .524** 
Sig. (2-tailed) .107  .000 
N 46 46 46 
speaking performance Pearson Correlation .596** .524** 1 
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000  
N 46 46 46 





















Change df1 df2 
Sig. F 
Change 
1 .714a .509 .487 4.48708 .509 22.322 2 43 .000 
a. Predictors: (Constant), self confidence, vocabulary size 
 
It could be interpreted based on the result of calculation that Ha there was a significance 
positive correlation Among the Vocabulary size, students’ self confidence and their 
speaking Performances was rejected among self confidence, vocabulary size on 
students’s speaking performance of EFL students at IAIN Palangka raya was rejected 
when tobserved < ttable.  The Researcher used Pearson product moment Correlation 
calculation with the significant level of the refusal of null hypothesis α= 0.05. The 
writer calculated by using manual calculation and also SPSS 17.0 Program to test the 
hypothesis using Pearson Product Moment Correlation. 
The hypothesis stating that Ha was accepted and hypothesis stating that Ho was ignored. 
Where Among vocabulary size, self-confidence and students’ speaking Performance there was 
0.714  with High correlation. It meant that there was High correlation between the self-
confidence and students’ speaking ability.  the result was looked at from interpretation 








Table 7 Interpretation Orientation 
 
Score of “r” Product Moment Interpretation 
0.00 – 0.200 Very low Correlation 
0.200 – 0.400 Low Correlation 
0.400 – 0.700 Moderately Correlation 
0.700 – 0.900 High Correlation 
0.900 – 1000 Very High Correlation 
 
Based on the interpretation the value of rxy was on 0.700 – 0.900, it indicated 
Among variable X1, X2 and variable Y there was High correlation. The result of the 
calculation that was counted by the product moment above showed that the result was 
0.714, so that Ha accepted and Ho was ignored. 
 
DISSCUSSION 
The finding of data analysis revealed that there was a positive correlation among 
self confidence, Vocabulary size, and students speaking at the fifth semester of IAIN 
Palangka Raya academic year 2017/2018. The result of correlation “r” product moment 
using manual calculation and SPSS program showed that the calculated value (correlation 
coefficient) was greater that rtable at 5% and 1% with the significance level  
0.293<0.714>0.380. The result of “r” value was 0.714. It meant that the students who had 
high confidence , and sizeable vocabulary they would get high score of speaking 
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performance and the students who had low confidence  and vocabulary they would get 
low score of speaking performance. 
it could be concluded that vocabulary size make them became more proficient in 
choosing and expressing the words  and self-confidence also important which profoundly 
could influence the learners language performance because the student who had high 
confidence they will more spirit especially in speaking. Besides that, the lecturer or teacher 
have important roll, the should be created supportive  classroom environment that 
encourages them to speak and take part in oral activities without fear. The speaking lecturer 
should create situations that persuade students to produce oral language. They may help 
students identify their fears and help them learn to regulate and deal with them. 
In line with the conclusion  The result of the research can used in development of 
foreign language education, Especially English students should motivate themselves to 
speak English more and begin to build vocabulary and self-confidence as they communicate 
more often in English to get better in speaking performance important for the lectures to 
know the contribution of vocabulary size and self-confidence toward speaking performance,  
so the lecturer should create the comfort and enjoyable speaking class  and make the 
students to be more active in class including material development, and language teaching 
techniques as well.  
Further research should have more innovation in writing the similar research that have 
the contribution for education and can improve better design and different object in order to 
support the finding, and taking more samples for correlational study, because it will be 
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